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One Opinion about the Order of the Pictograph and Self-explanatory Character

Yang Lingrong
(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062 ,China)

Abstract: At present the academia has two viewpoints about the order of pictograph and self-explanatory
character in the six categories .Some academicians think that pictograph should lie in the first place, and
Self-explanatory Character in the second.The other academicians think that Self-explanatory Character
should lie in the first place, and pictograph in the second. This article attempts to display that the
pictograph and self-explanatory character appeared at the same time when the Chinese writing system
had been established.So according to the time of ~ Chinese writing coming into being, there has no order
between the pictograph and self-explanatory character .
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